498                MARCELLUS AGAIN APPEARS.

Herdonia, which Hannibal no longer trusted, was de-
stroyed, and its inhabitants sent to Metapontum and Thurii.
The traitors who had corresponded with Fulvius, he executed.
He then returned to northern Lucania and camped on an
eminence west of and near Numistro, proposing either to cap-
ture the place or make a bid for Marcellus to attack him.
MarceUus, who was essentially a fighter, seemed anxious to
wipe out the defeat of his colleague, and moved from
Samnium on Numistro and camped. The day after his arri-
val he drew up in the plain opposite Hannibal, with his left
not far from the town. He likewise marshaled his legions
in two lines of cohorts, in each line two legions, and as usual
the velites out as skirmishers and the cavalry on the flanks.

Battle of Numistro.

Hannibal did the like, his right leaning on the hills near the
town, his heavy infantry in two lines, the Spaniards in the
first, the Africans and Gauls in the second, with the elephants
between the lines and the light troops and Balacrean slingers
in front.attacked the second Koman line in the rear; the
